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Draft Prime and Unique Farmland

Why study prime and unique farmland in the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS)?

The Phoenix metropolitan area is founded in agriculture and is rich in its agricultural history. As
the Phoenix metropolitan area has developed, agricultural lands have been converted to
nonagricultural uses at a rapid pace. The phenomenon is not unique to just the Phoenix
metropolitan area. In fact, at the national level, Congress recognized that the nation’s farmlands
are a unique natural resource providing food and fiber necessary for the continued welfare of
the people of the United States. However, each year, large amounts of the nation’s farmland are
irrevocably being converted from actual or potential agricultural use to non-agricultural uses. In
response, Congress enacted the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) (7 CFR Part 658). The
act states that “purpose is to minimize the extent to which Federal programs contribute to the
unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses, and to assure that
Federal programs are administered in a manner that, to the extent practicable, will be
compatible with State, unit of local government, and private programs and policies to protect
farmland.”

A substantial portion of the Western Section of the Study Area currently is in agricultural use
(Figure1); however, rapid planned development is contributing to the conversion of these lands
to residential, business, and industrial uses. A project like the South Mountain Freeway could
contribute to the conversion of farmlands to nonagricultural uses. The purpose of studying the
potential impacts on farmlands is to determine if such impacts are unnecessarily contributing to
such a conversion, and if such a project is inconsistent with state and local planning.

What kind of impacts would occur from construction?

The types of environmental impacts that could occur as a result of a project like the South
Mountain Freeway include:

» Direct conversion: Actions or projects that result in making land non-farmable. Action
(building or construction) on a specific area results in a direct impact.

» Cumulative: May include isolation of remnant parcels (agricultural land that is bisected
by a project such as a highway rendering two now isolated parcels).

» Indirect (secondary): Taking land adjacent to a specific impact area out of agricultural
production.

How do the alternatives differ in construction-related impacts?

All action alternatives would convert some agricultural lands to a non-agricultural transportation-
related use as shown in the table below.
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